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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Sir: 

This responds to the final Office Action mailed April 16, 2003 in the above-identified 
application. For the following reasons, reconsideration and allowance of the application are 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-14 are pending in the application. No claims have been amended. 
The Examiner has finally rejected claims 1-4, 6 and 12-14 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
unpatentable over Dorfinan (6,1 18,862) in view of Don (6,266,740). Claim 5 is rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Dorfinan in view of Don as applied to claim 1, and 
further in view of Wilhelm (5,761,033). Claims 7-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 
as unpatentable over Dorfinan in view of Don as applied to claim 1 . Claim 10 is rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Dorfman in view of Don as applied to claim 7, and 
further in view of Wilhelm. The rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The Dorfinan and Don patents are discussed in the previous response. As described 
previously, Dorfinan in Fig. 2 discloses a computer telephony server 10 including a processor 
board 50 and a backplane 60. The processor board 50 includes a processor 52, a memory 54 and 
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a disk controller 56 which is coupled to a hard drive 58. The backplane 60 includes a plurality of 
slots 62a-62f which are connected to a bus 64 (col. 4, lines 1 3-3 1 ). 

The Don patent discloses a method for verifying the organization of a magnetic disk 
storage system in which individual storage logical volumes are grouped in sequence as 
components of a meta device (Abstract). Each storage component or meta member of a mela 
device has a unique signature. A dedicated storage area in each disk drive has a predetermined 
value in a signature field. The unique signature comprises certain configuration data for the 
storage logical volume. A separate configuration file stores configuration data for each 
component. During an integrity analysis, the signature in the dedicated storage area and the 
configuration data are analyzed to confirm that the storage logical volume possesses the desired 
characteristics (col. 2, lines 1-39). 

Applicant's claim 1 is directed to apparatus comprising a plurality of circuit boards, each 
having electronic circuitry including a non-volatile memory containing product data that 
identifies the respective circuit board and means for reading the product data in the non-volatile 
memory, and a backplane for mounting and interconnecting the circuit boards. 

The Examiner states that Dorfinan discloses a plurality of circuit boards and a backplane 
for mounting and interconnecting the circuit boards, but acknowledges that Dorfman does not 
teach circuit boards including a non-volatile memory containing product data that identifies the 
respective circuit board and means for reading the product data in the non-volatile memory, as 
required by claim 1 . The Examiner relies upon Don for teaching a memory for storing ID data 
such as cabinet serial number, device number, etc. A statement in Dorfman that "other hardware 
configurations could be utilized" is relied upon by the Examiner as providing a basis for the 
combination of Dorfman and Don (see col. 4, lines 55-65 of Dorfman et al.). 

As set forth in the previous response, Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection based 
on the combination of Dorfinan and Don It is true that backplanes containing printed circuit 
boards are knovm in the art as disclosed by Dorfman. It is also true that Dorfman indicates "that 
other hardware configurations could be utilized." However, it is not even remotely true that Don 
provides another hardware configuration. The Don patent teaches a method and apparatus for 
verifying organization of a magnetic disk storage system and contains no discussion of hardware 
configurations. By contrast, the discussion at col. 4, lines 55-65 of Dorfman relates to different 
types of backplanes. The Don patent does not provide an alternate backplane configuration or an 
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alternate hardware configuration of any type. It is not seen how a method and apparatus for 
verifying organization of a magnetic disk drive system can provide an alternate hardware 
configuration for a computer telephony server. For this reason, a person of skill in the art 
reviewing Dorfinan would not consult Don for an alternate hardware configuration. 
Accordingly, the combination of Dorfinan and Don is improper and should be withdrawn. 

It is respectfully submitted that one of skill in the art reviewing Dorfman and Don would 
not think of using on each of the circuit boards of Dorfman a non-volatile memory containing 
product data that identifies the respective circuit board. It is respectfully submitted that the 
Examiner's assertion to this effect is based on hindsight reconstruction rather than the teachings 
of the references themselves. Assuming for the sake of argument that Dorfman and Don are 
properly combinable, the references, taken individually or in combination, do not teach a 
plurality of circuit boards each having electronic circuitry including a non-volatile memory 
containing product data that identifies the respective circuit board, as claimed. Dorfman contains 
no disclosure or suggestion whatever of utilizing a non-volatile memory containing product data 
on printed circuit boards. Don discloses the concept of a unique signature but in connection with 
a disk drive rather than a memory on a printed circuit board. Accordingly, claim 1 is clearly and 
patentably distinguished over Dorfman in view of Don. 

Claims 2-6 depend from claim 1 and are patentable over Dorfman in view of Don for at 
least the reasons discussed above in connection with claim 1 . 

Claim 7 is directed to a computer storage system wherein a plurality of controller boards 
each has circuitry including a non-volatile memory containing product data that identifies the 
respective controller board. Claim 7 is clearly patentable over Dorfman in view of Don for the 
reasons discussed above in cormection with claim 1 . 

Claims 8-11 depend from claim 7 and are patentable over Dorfman in view of Don for at 
least the reasons discussed above in connection with claims 1 and 7. 

Claim 12 is directed to a method for identifying a circuit board and is patentable over 
Dorfinan in view of Don for at least the reasons discussed above in connection with claims 1 and 
7. 

Claims 13 and 14 depend from claim 12 and are patentable over Dorfman in view of Don 
for at least the reasons discussed above in connection with claims 1, 7 and 12. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based upon the above discussion, careful reconsideration and allowance of the 
application are respectfully requested. In the event that the Examiner does not find the above 
arguments persuasive, Applicant hereby requests a telephone interview to further discuss these 
issues. 

If this response is not considered timely filed and if a request for an extension of time is 
otherwise absent. Applicant hereby requests any necessary extension of time. If there is a fee 
occasioned by this response, including an extension fee, that is not covered by an enclosed 
check, please charge any deficiency to Deposit Account No. 23/2825. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Scaringella et al, Applicant 



By: XJMu^t ?M:iJl^ 
William R. McClellan, Reg. No. 29,409 
WOLF, GREENFIELD & SACKS, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 022 1 0-22 1 1 
Telephone: (61 7) 720-3500 
Representative for Applicant 
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